THE ARRAN MURDER
attacked Rose upon that side, and it was not suggested that
the prisoner was left-handed.   He argued that the fractures
of the skull and the injury to the shoulder, involving as it
did the clothing, together with the severance of the' frighest
joint of the backbone, all supported the theory of the defence.
Near the spot they had two declivities such as would bring
about these results if a man fell over either of them.   He did
not know where the Crown said the murder was committed.
If at the boulder, how came the various things at the places
where they were found?   Concealment could not have been
the object, for they were left lying perfectly open, and their
position was much more consistent with Rose's pitching over
the rpck and the things flying in all directions.   His first point
against the Crown was that they had failed to prove a murder,
and that thei probability on the medical testimony was that
the injuries were due to causes other than wilful infliction
of violence*.  With regard to the prisoner's conduct, the Dean
remarked that there was nothing in Laurie having called
himself<c Annandale" when he went to Rothesay; he was not
then aware of Rose's existence, and he was seen and known as
Laurie there by other persons.   Their meeting was casual, and
the visit to Brodick in company was, in the circumstances,
quite natural.    Laurie could then have had no murderous
design.   The reticence of the prisoner, as described by some"
of the witnesses, was due to his suffering from toothache.
There was ao evidence that Rose and Laurie were ever to-
gether in this world again from the time they were seen on the
top of GoatfelL   Whoever removed the body, the jury would
understand that their verdict must not proceed upon the
suggestion of jhe Solicitor-General that it was the theory of
the defence that the prisoner had done so.   No one knew by
whom it was done, but at those Fair holidays there were
plenty of other jpeople on the island who might have robbed
the body and put it where it was found.   That the prisoner
alone and unaided could have lifted, carried, and piled the
hekvy stones upon it was most unlikely; two men would be
required t$ do that.   When Laurie arrived at Corrie Hotel he
had no appearance of being a red-handed murderer, but if the
Cro^tx .case were true there must have been some traces of
the jete&d 'updi^him.   He left the island next day, and it was